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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
  
 
Junior Achievement Friends, 
 
Sixty-five years ago, Junior Achievement of Southwest Virginia started in the 
Roanoke Valley inspired by business leaders who believed in working with young 
people to create engaged workers, leaders, innovators all to sustain a robust 
economy. Today JASWVA has the commitment to bolster the knowledge 
economy. JA wishes to provide every child in grades K-12 with the compass to 
their “North Star”.  
 
The best way to describe this past year is “stupendous.” Help came from many 
places like franchises, entrepreneurs and banks that recently opened in our 
community. New volunteers stepped up in a major way teaching two different classes in the same week, instead of 
one class per semester. It is the volunteers who continue to encourage our young people about life skills and career 
opportunities. Donors in the region were also passionate about JA building the pathways that will keep our region 
vibrant.  Together we all are hopeful for our free enterprise system.  
 
JA programs teach students that necessity often fuels creativity and innovation. JA has worked tirelessly with local 
educators to answer their needs for better resources and programs to make up for lost hours of instruction due to 
the pandemic.  The JA staff created flexible program delivery for the volunteers, students and teachers who wanted 
to include JA. Examples of JA learning experiences available this past year for volunteer led and virtual delivery 
were, JA Inspire Virtual Career Fair, JA Job Shadow and JA Company Pop-Up that created a bridge from the 
classroom to the world of work with students learning about entrepreneurship and their dream jobs. JA was able 
to place Montgomery County high school students on Virginia Tech’s campus to meet with the Pamplin College of 
Business professors and students who introduced college subjects and projects that await incoming first year 
students. These real-life experiences for our students are what delight me. 
 
To ensure another 65 years of helping young people to own their economic success, the JA board of directors has 
become multi-generational. The board goal is to raise funds and network with diverse administrators, 
entrepreneurs, and human resource managers to create a seamless path for our youth to the high-growth and high-
impact careers. In addition, JA has created a new brand to generate a new buzz for our programs as we reconnect 
with our multiple school systems who have undergone big personnel changes.  
 
We can find a seat at our collective JA table for each of you, as a volunteer, donor, or advisor, it is your choice. On 
the pages to follow we will capture the year. Thank you to all for a stupendous year.  
 
Best,  
 

Katherin Elam 
 

Katherin Anderson Elam 
President of Junior Achievement 
1998-2022 
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      IN OUR COMMUNITY 
 
  
 

HEADLINE COPY 
Junior Achievement’s mission is to inspire and prepare young people to succeed. The inspiration 
piece comes from community volunteers who not only deliver our lessons, but share their 
experience. In the process, these volunteers serve as role models helping to positively impact young 
people’s perceptions about the importance of education, as well as critical life skills. Preparation 
involves our proven lessons that promote financial capability, work and career readiness, and 
business ownership. 
 
 
 
 
 

 3,953  
Students impacted by JA Programs 

 
 

 227   
Classes delivered by JA Volunteers 

 
 

 137   
JA Volunteers 

  
 

 167  
Teachers assisted by JA Programs   

 
   

 4 
JA Staff: Katherin Elam, Betsy  
Feldmann, Melissa Palmer, Autumn Waish 

 
 
 
 

Junior 
Achievement of 
Southwest 
Virginia is 
changing the 
lives of many 
young people in 
our community 
through our 
programs, our 
volunteers, our 
school and 
teacher partners.  
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$10,000+ 
TMEIC Corporation 
Wells Fargo 
 
$7,500+ 
Carilion Clinic 
T. Douglas McQuade 
 
$5,000+ 
Allstate Insurance Company 
Branch Group, Inc. 
Ceres Foundation, Inc. 
City of Roanoke 
ST Solutions, Inc. 
 
$2500+ 
Adams Construction Company 
Atlantic Union Bank 
Boxley 
Cox 
Deborah Petrine 
Edgar A. Thurman Charitable Fdn 
For Children 
Farrell Foundation 
Kroger Company 
Member One FCU 
Regine Archer 
Roanoke City Public Schools 
Roanoke Gas Company 
Steel Dynamics 
 
$1,000+ 
American National Bank 
Blue Ridge Beverage Co. 
City of Salem, Virginia 
CMR Institute 
Corning Foundation 
Diane Strickland 
Doug S. Phares 
Encore Capital Group 
Express Employment Professionals 
First Fridays at Five 
FocusOne Integrated Financial 
Planning 
Giving Back Society 
Jeanne Armentrout 
John Freeland 
Katherin A. Elam 
Kirby-Cundiff/Firestop of Virginia 
KPMG - Richmond 
Lanford Brothers Co., Inc. 

 
Michael A. Wray 
Michelle O'Connor 
Morris A. Elam Limited Partnership 
Pepsi Beverages Company - 
Roanoke 
Pinnacle Financial Partners 
River Birch Wealth Management 
Roanoke Valley Orthodontics/Dr. 
David Jones 
Ronnie Fugate 
Rugaber Family Fund 
Samuel Lionberger 
Sharon Lustig 
Spencer Frantz 
Stanard F. Lanford 
Tony Morrison 
Va811 
Varney, Inc. 
Virginia Western Community 
College 
W. H. Fralin 
Wing 
 
$750+ 
AFC Urgent Care Roanoke 
Allstate CyberGrants 
Arevo Group 
Boys & Girls Clubs Of Southwest 
Virginia 
Classic City Mechanical 
Coca Cola Consolidated, Inc. 
Dean Lipscomb 
Delta Dental of Virginia 
E. C. Pace, Inc. 
Edward Jones - Brunner & 
Pendleton 
Freedom First Credit Union 
Friendship Retirement Community 
James River Equipment 
John Addington 
Leon Harris 
Lichtenstein Law Group PLC 
Montgomery County Chamber of 
Commerce 
Sam Lionberger 
Stop In Food Stores 
Thomas Orr 
Truist 
Valley Financial Solutions 
Wabtec/Graham White 
WFJX Fox Radio 910 AM/104.3 FM 

 
$500+ 
Anna Lawson 
Associated Asphalt Equip., Inc. 
Nancy Galli 
New River Electrical Corp. 
Oakey's Funeral Service 
P.A. Short Distributing Co. 
Rhonda Hill 
Roanoke Regional Airport 
Commission 
Roanoke Valley Society of Human 
Resource Mgmt. 
Sandra Davis 
Sara J. Trifiro 
T. J. Crawford 
Tim Hubbard 
Virginia Tech Department of 
Apparel, Housing and Resource 
Mgmt. 
 
$250+ 
AECOM - Roanoke 
Alexis Ratliff 
Alleghany County Public Schools 
Anthem BC & BS 
Appalachian Power Company 
Bank of America Corporation 
Billy Vincent 
Blue Ridge PBS 
Brogan Insurance Agency, Inc. 
College Orientation Workshop COW 
At VMI 
Craig Parrent 
Elizabeth T. Feldmann 
Elk Hill Advisors, Inc. 
Ellie Hammer 
Fallon Park Elementary School 
Foster Electric Company, Inc. 
Franklin Co High School 
George Kegley 
Hughes Associates Architects & 
Engineers 
Jackie Stern 
Jeff Lewis 
Joseph Johnson 
Julie Beth Vipperman 
Kiana Elam 
Lucas Paving 
Mac and Bob's 
Margie Cundiff 
Monsour Advisory Services 

Junior Achievement helps prepare today’s students for a bright future. Without our sponsors’ support 
our ability to reach these students would be diminished. Thank you to the following sponsors for their 
dedication to our mission and the children of this community.  
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Montgomery County Public Schools 
MRC Global, Inc. 
Mueller Gas 
Nathaniel L. Bishop 
New Hope Support Services, LLC 
Patricia Rappold 
Radford University Ctr. for Career 
& Talent Dev. 
Roanoke City Fire - EMS 
Roanoke County Public Schools 
Rockydale Quarries Corp. 
Roy Foutz 
Sam G. Oakey 
Stephen A. Musselwhite 
Travers Classic 
US Bank Equipment FInance 
Virginia Agriculture In The 
Classroom 
Wayne Flippen 
 
$100+ 
Amy Morris 
Andy Travers 
Autumn Visser 
Brian Woosley 
Charles A. Sawyers 
Daniel Gunn 
David Boyd 
David Points 
Demetrius Johnson 
Denise Brown 
Dorothy Kelly 
Gene Lucas 
Jack Swanberg 
Jeffrey Fitzgerald 
Jeremy Laughon 
John Cook 
Julie Kern 
Kymberlee Kulis 
Lauren Macy 
Lisa Soltis 
Mark Finkler 
Melissa Mays 
Mike Kalafut 
Milan Hayward 
Mitch Tyler 
Pamela A. Richardson 
Paul Higgins 
Peter Ellis 
Radon Safe 
Richard Turner 
Roanoke Animal Hospital 
Rob Brunner 
Travers Classic 
UBS Financial Services, Inc. 
Wells Fargo-YourCause Community 
Support 

 
 
 
 
 
 
$50+ 
Alan Miller 
Alison Conte 
Arika Zink 
Barry Buchanan 
Beth Sayers 
Black Dog Salvage 
Carolyn Fittz 
Charles Atkins 
Delmas Bolin 
Donna Batzel 
Edward Burnett 
Garry Norris 
Greg Lyons 
Heather Ward 
Jennifer Rakes 
John Lucas 
Jonny J. Webster 
Laura Francis 
Lewis Foster 
Linda Sarver 
Marty McCarthy 
Mary Gregory 
Mason Turner 
Pam Moskal 
Scott Kelley 
Tammy Fitzgerald 
 
$1+ 
Access Advertising & PR 
Amazon Smile 
Amy Thompson 
Annie Lichtenstein 
Autumn J. Waish 
Bill Johnson 
Cheryl Manning 
Christina Wickham 
Christine Williams 
Crystal Castle-Holmes 
David Hagadorn 
Elizabeth Blankenship 
Esteban Barrett 
Frances Stevenson 
Gloria Dyer 
Jessica Hilbish 
John Goss 
Kathryn Kiiffner 
Katie Mooney 
Kayla Williams 
Keith McMurry 
Kimberly Whiter 
Lucian Grove 
Lynn McHugh 
Madison Garton 
Mary Lou Prillaman 
Nielufer Artz 
Patricia Bonelli 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Robyn Lewis 
Sheetal Patel 
Shelly Hunley 
Sheryl Vaughn 
Wayne Strickland 
William D. Bestpitch 
 

Junior Achievement 
of Southwest 
Virginia provides 
several ways that 
you can get 
involved whether 
you’re someone 
looking to 
volunteer, part of a 
district or school 
looking for 
educational 
materials, or part of 
a business looking 
to help us expand 
the reach of our 
mission. Please visit 
jaswva.org for more 
information. 
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